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TAGS: OVIP (CHRISTOPHER, WARREN), PFOR 
SUBJECT: LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE - SITREP 

1 . AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON'S PUBLIC LOS STATEMENT JULY 20 
WAS CLEARED BY SECRETARY AND FOLLOWED PRIVATE LETTER TO 
AMERASINGHE IN WHICH AMERASINGHE WAS INFORMED THAT THERE 
WOULD HAVE TO BE SUCH A STATEMENT IF THE SEABEDS TEXT 
NEGOTIATED AT THE SIXTH LOS CONFERENCE SESSION WERE CHANGED 
SUBSTANTIALLY. IN VIEW OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE CHANGES 
MADE TO THE TEXT, IT WAS NECESSARY TO MAKE THE STATEMENT 

IN ORDER TO (A) DISCREDIT THE TEXT, AND (B) ENCOURAGE PRO- 
CEDURAL REFORM AT THE CONFERENCE. 

2. FOR THE FUTURE, THE ONLY PLAUSIBLE POSSIBILITY IS FOR 
AMERASINGHE, AS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT, TO TAKE OVER THE 
SEABEDS NEGOTIATIONS IN PLENARY - THUS AVOIDING CONTINUING 
DIFFICULTIES WITH COMMITTEE I CHAIRMAN ENGO. ANY EFFORT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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OF THIS KIND WILL NEED TO BE ENGINEERED IN A WAY THAT 
AVOIDS CONFRONTATION WITH OTHER AFRICANS AND G-77 SUPPORT 
FOR ENGO. 

3. REGARDING US VIEWS ON FUTURE OF LOS, WE ARE CURRENTLY 
BEGINNING COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW. WE MUST BE CAREFUL PUB- 
LICLY NOT TO SUGGEST WHERE THE REVIEW MIGHT COME OUT. 
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NEVERTHELESS, WHILE RICHARDSON S VIEWS HAVE NOT BEEN COM 
MUNICATED WITHIN USG OTHER THAN WITH THE SECRETARY, IT IS 
HIS PERSONAL BELIEF THAT WE MUST FIND A WAY TO SOLVE THE 
ENGO PROCEDURAL PROBLEM AND AVOID A BREAKDOWN OF THE LOS 
CONFERENCE WITH ADVERSE IMPLICATIONS THAT GO BEYOND LOS. 
AT THE SAME TIME, OUR OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT POSTURE IS AN 
HONEST REVIEW IN APPEARANCE AND FACT. THIS REVIEW WILL 
PER FORCE ADDRESS, INTER ALIA, THE SUBSTANCE AND TIMING 
OF SEABED LEGISLATION. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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